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Education

1998

Ph.D. Anthropology, The University of Michigan



Ceramic Style, Social Differentiation, and Resource Uncertainty in the

Late Prehistoric Upper Great Lakes.
1981

M.A. Anthropology, The University of Michigan

1978

B.A. Anthropology, Northwestern University

Employment

1998+

Curator and Director of Exhibits, Matson Museum of Anthropology,  

Penn State, University Park, PA

1993-98 Curator, Matson Museum of Anthropology, Penn State, University Park, PA

1991

Instructor, Penn State, University Park, PA
1990

Instructor, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA

1979-88
Various teaching and lab positions as a graduate student, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

1978-79
Contract archaeologist, Illinois State University, Normal, IL

Penn State Department of Anthropology Service

2008-13
Advisor, Undergraduate Anthropology Society
2006+

Chair, Museum Operations Committee
2001-2002
Member, Archaeology Search Committee

1993-2005
Member, Museum Operations Committee

Community Service

2011-2013
Member, Centre County Historical Society Exhibits Committee

2008-2012
Supervisor, Day of Caring Event, Bellefonte High School

2005-2011
Member, Discovery Space of State College Advisory Committee

2004

Member, Centre County Historical Society Collections Committee
Awards, Fellowships and Grants

2011
Historic Preservation Award, Centre County Historical Society, to Exhibit Committee for “Those Who Came Before: The Archaeology of Centre County’s Native Americans”

2002

Office of Undergraduate Students, Summer Sessions Grant, $2840
2001

Office of Undergraduate Students, Summer Sessions Grant, $2900
2000

Office of Undergraduate Students, Summer Sessions Grant, $2900
1999

Office of Undergraduate Students, Summer Sessions Grant, $2900
1998

Office of Undergraduate Students, Summer Sessions Grant, $2860
1998

University of Michigan Department of Anthropology Scholarship

1995

Hispanic Heritage Month Council Grant for Hispanic Heritage Month
exhibit development, Penn State, $800
1990

Rackham Graduate School One Term Dissertation Grant, University 

of  Michigan

1987

Rackham Graduate School Dissertation Research Grant, University of 

Michigan

1987

Rackham Graduate School Discretionary Fund Award, University of
Michigan

1983

J.B. Griffin Fund Grant, University of Michigan

1979-82
National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship

1978

Anthropology Departmental Honors, Northwestern University

1978

Phi Beta Kappa, Northwestern University

Teaching Experience

2012
Co-Instructor, Anth 497B: The Aztec Heritage, Penn State

2010+
Coordinator, Archaeological Field School, Penn State

2006-2009
Director, Anth492/493: Archaeological Field School, Penn State
2002+
Instructor, Anth380: Museum Studies, Penn State

2002-2006
Instructor, Anth 146: North American Indians, Penn State

1994-2002
Instructor, Anth 100: Museum Studies, Penn State

1998-99
Director, Digging for Clues Archaeology Camp, College of Liberal Arts, Penn State

1997

Director, Children’s Summer Archaeology Camp, College of Liberal

Arts and Alumni Association, Penn State

1993+

Supervisor, numerous student independent studies 

1991

Instructor, The Rise of Old World Civilizations, Penn State

1990

Instructor, Paleolithic Archaeology, Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

1987

Adjunct Lecturer, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, University of 



Michigan

1987

Adjunct Lecturer, Exploring Anthropology: Native North Americans as




a Case Study, University of Michigan

1986

Adjunct Lecturer, North American Indians, University of Michigan
Supervised Honors Theses

n.d.
Ainsley Hume, Study of pottery and stratigraphy from historic farmsteads in central Pennsylvania, Penn State
2012

Dana Blair, The Ideological Self: Race, Ideology, and Identity in 

Brazil, 1964-1985, Penn State

2009
Christina Zartmann, Massey site collections management, Penn State

2007
Briana Bianco, The status of the Massey family in nineteenth century central Pennsylvania, Penn State
2005
Catherine E. Greenleaf, Asian Islamic material culture in Western museums, Penn State

2004
Kelly Henshaw, The significance of pottery specialization in the origins of the Mesopotamian state, Penn State

Museum and Department Responsibilities

· Develop and maintain computer inventory of museum collections (ca. 40,000 objects)
· Chair the department’s Museum Operations Committee
· Design and mount exhibits for Matson Museum (see Museum Exhibit list)

· Design renovations to museum storage facility and exhibit galleries
· Work with graphic arts professor Ryan Russell to design graphic design approach

· Improve conservation of collections by reorganizing and reboxing specimens with archival quality materials

· Ensure Penn State compliance with federal Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)  regulations since 1993

· Participate in departmental strategic planning for the Matson Museum

· Supervise student museum staff (1 part-time graduate assistant, 1-3 wage payroll or and work-study students)

· Supervise undergraduate volunteers and summer interns

· Overse public access to museum 

· Coordinate maintenance of exhibit galleries and storage facilities

· Handle donations of museum objects from university and community donors
· Catalogue collections
· Field inquiries from the public about anthropological objects and discoveries

Matson Museum Outreach Activities
· Gave talks to school groups on North American archaeology at Centre Furnace Mansion

· Served on an exhibit committee that designed an exhibit on Pennsylvania archaeology for the Centre County Historical Society

· Facilitated use of collections by departmental graduate students in outreach programs at local middle and high schools

· Designed archaeology exhibit for Discovery Space of State College, PA
· Oversaw activities by Bellefonte high school students for their annual Day of Caring
· Gave gallery talks on Native American prehistory; African, Egyptian and Mexican cultures; and human evolution for State College public elementary schools

· Led museum tours about anthropology for diverse adult groups, including the Bald Eagle Archaeological Society, Middle Creek Area Community Center, elderhostels, senior centers, Philatellic society, alumni groups, Penn State Board of Trustees Partners, and new students and their families (Spend a Summer’s Day program)

· Led museum tours about anthropology for diverse youth groups, including Nittany Science Camp for Girls, ESL classes, Hetzel Union Building Arts and Crafts classes, Science U., ESL K-8 Summer School, Trinidad and Tobago 4-H Club, Higher Achievement Program (targets urban disadvantaged high school students), Women in Science and Engineering (WISE), and Penn StateYork Talent Connections Program 
· Supervised local high school student on senior project
· Directed archaeology and forensics camps for middle and high school students

· Directed archaeology programs for children’s groups, including scout troups, Penn State Adventure Day Camp, the Grier School, the State College Friend’s School, and Junior Museum of Central Pennsylvania

· Coordinated Children’s Day (graduate-student sponsored event exploring anthropological sciences for community children)
· Developed museum scavenger hunts for elementary and middle school students
· Developed program on Native American forest use for PSU Arboretum Arbor Day
· Represented the department in the museum tent for State College’s July 4th Fest celebration

University Education Activities

· Teach Anth 380 Anthropology Museum Studies

· Coordinate the Department’s archaeological field school at Fort Shirley, PA

· Provide tours on teaching through museums for social studies education majors

· Develop hands-on exercises for Introduction to Archaeology lab sections

· Design exhibits that complement Department of Anthropology courses

· Facilitate the use of museum exhibits and collections by courses in other departments, including History, Art, Art Education, Art History, and Tourism, Parks and Recreation

· Design exhibits for the Hetzel Union Building galleries, Paul Robeson Center, Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center, and Pattee Library

Museum Exhibits (collaborators: undergraduates; *graduate students)

n.d.     Gone But Not Forgotten: From Cave Man to Kissing Cousin (Dr. Tim Ryan)

            William Sanders and the Science of Mesoamerican Archaeology (Dr. David

            Webster, Dr. Kirk French)
2015    Tales Tels Tell


Potters of Maragaogipinho  (Dana Blair)

2014
Natural and Cultural History of Bone (Allison Machniki*)


The Other Hobbit (Allison Machniki*, Dr. Tim Ryan)

Trash to Treasure (Kate Thompson)

Walking with Our Ancestors (Allison Machnicki*, Dr. Phil Reno)

2013  
A Hollow Shell for Every Occasion






All About Animals


Altered States











A Peek at the Face of Culture
A Tale of Transylvania (Shannon Cantor)

A Visit to the Taung Child
Blended Cultures in Bahian Ceramics (Dana Blair)

Clay, Ceramic and Civilization
Curiosity in a Cabinet
:  Collecting and Displaying before Museums (Kayla Marciniszyn)

Dining with the Massey’s: Consumerism and Status in 19th Century Pennsylvania

(Amanda Rasmussen)

Expressions of Christian Traditions in Ethiopian Souvenirs
 (Anth 380 Class)

Glimpses into Glass (Brady Liss)
Hats of Many Colors: 
Kullaa of Afghanistan
Honoring Ray Carpenter: Studying Primates and Enlightening Students (*Allison Machnicki)

Liquid Pillars of Ancient Greece (Kameron Keene)


Max and Agatha Go to Mesopotamia (Dr. Carrie Hritz)

Meet the Other in St. Louis (Anth380 Class)
Moroccan Ceramics and Culture (Lindsey Landfried & Lilly Zuckerman)
My Precious (Linda Coulson)

Pampered Pooches or Plain Pariahs?  (Kate Thompson, Dr. Paula Hesse)
Recording Quechua Worldview in Textiles
(Phoebe Canagarajah)


Shrinking the Heads of My Enemies:  Securing Souls and Seeking Revenge in the 

WesternAmazon Basin

Some of Our Favorite Things

Study the Present, Understand the Past (Allison Meehan)

The Ceramic Legacy of a Samurai Tea Master (Sadie Colebank)
Warmth from Wool in Central Asia (Julia Pronko)


Wearing Your Identity

Whimsical Whistles (Rebecca Simon)
2011    Visual Rsearch By a Painter & a Potter: Ceramics and Culture of Morocco (Lindsey

            Landfried & Lilly Zuckerman)
2010    The Legacy of Frederick Matson (Alissa Meehan)

2009    Early American Stoneware (Dan Dombrowski)

 Shaping Everyday Life: Mexican Pottery One Hundred Years Ago (Anth 380 Class)

2008    Long Ago in Stone Valley Forest (Anth 380 students and Lucy Richardson)

 Colonial Images of the ‘Dark Continent’ (Tracy Peshoff)

2007    Sacred Ritual Objects and Profane Souvenirs in Indonesia (Tracy Peshoff)

 Children’s Play (Tracy Peshoff)

 So You Want to be an Archaeologist! / Exploring Pennsylvania History in the

            Ground (Anth 380 students)

 Walk a Mile in My Shoes (Tracy Peshoff)

 The Ceramic Legacy of Dr. Frederick R. Matson (Tracy Peshoff)

2006    From Foragers to Factory Workers: Adaptive Strategies Around the World

(Anth 380 class)

 Shrinking the Heads of My Enemies: Securing Souls and Seeking Revenge in

the Western Amazon Basin (Anth 380 students)

2005
Cross-Cultural Kitsch (Anth 380 students)

Anthropologists as Crime Scene Investigators (Adam Klein and Thomas Nielsen*)


Obsidian in Ancient Mesoamerica (Jason DeLeon)


Fossil Evidence of Hominin Evolution (Holly Dunsworth*)


Stone Tools and Hominin Evolution (Holly Dunsworth*)


Adapting to the Peruvian Andes (Caryn Piorkowski)


Wearing Your Identity


Mexican Talavera (Jeremy Zukas)

2004    Time in a Bottle: Uncorking the Cultural History of Beer and Wine (Erin Lindsay)


Valuing the Creative Expressions of Women’s Work (Katie Greenleaf)

2003    Artisans in Afghanistan: Ordinary Objects, Extraordinary Skills (Anth380

class)


A Journey Across Asia: Enduring Traditions and Customary Goods (Anth 380 class)


Tameran and Tumbuan Carvings of New Guinea (Anth 380 class)


A Contemporary Cabinet of Anthropological Curiosities


Taste, Tradition, and Pottery in Rural Oaxaca (Maggie Fox and Maria Puente)

2002
Continuity and Change in Native American Commerce (Anth 100 class)


Adapting to the Rain Forest: People of Lowland South America (Shelly Becker)


Congo Images (Sarah Bent)


My Legacy Will Be My Students (Scott Hammerstedt*)

2001
Glimpses into the Pacific (Anth 100 class)


Pottery and the Dawning of Civilization (Laura Strauss)


A Tour of Masks (Elizabeth Nolan)


The Lingis Collection


The DeForest Ceramic Collection 

2000
Expressing Culture through Music (Eric Carbonara)


Jydepotter (Jaimin Weets*)


Our Brutish Ancestors? (Jaimin Weets*)


Encountering the Taino

1999    Life in the Birthplace of Storms: Ancient People of the Aleutian Islands

(Jane LeGrow)


Secrets of the Human Skeleton (Jaimin Weets*)


Afghanistan: Land of Discord (Anth 100 class)


Sananguatavut: from the real to the unreal (Sarah Renish*)

1998
Images of Ourselves (Carla Ricci and Kyra Gallick)


Rural Ethiopian Crafts (Zakia Posey)


Windows into the Past (Maria Galban)


Expressing Culture through Style (Erika Pell)


Tracking Human Evolution (Anth 100 class)

1997
A Thing Most Precious (Ellen Frola)


The Sea’s Bounty: Life on the Aleutian Islands (Anth 100 class)


The Piltdown Hoax: Triumph of the Scientific Method


Laetoli Footprints

1996
DNA: Blueprint for Life (Anne Stone*)


Genetic Studies at Penn State (Anne Stone*)


DeForest Pottery Collection

1995
Weaving Traditions in Latin America (Sue Barsom*)


Corn Agriculture in the Americas (Joshua Borstein*)


The Bonampak Murals (David Reed*)


El Dia de los Muertos (Emily Cierpilowski)


Hieroglyphic Bench at Copan, Honduras

1994
Human Evolution Timeline (Anth 100 class)

Areas of Academic Specialization

Museum Studies, Eastern North American Prehistory, Ceramic Analysis

Archaeological Field Experience

2010+

Coordinator, Fort Shirley, PA, Penn State

2008-2009
Director, Scare Pond Farm, PA, Penn State
2006-2007
Director, Daniel Massey Farmstead, PA, Penn State
2004

Crew member, Annis site, KY, Penn State
1998

Director, Centre Furnace Mansion, PA, Penn State
1997

Director, Milesburg site, PA, Penn State
1997

Director, jasper quarry excavation, PA, Penn State
1988

Field director, Cherry Island Phase II, MI, University of Michigan

1987

Assistant field director, Hampsher site, MI, University of Michigan 

1987

Survey supervisor, Cranbrook Estates Development Project, MI,
University of Michigan

1986

Assistant field director, Hubbard Lake Project, MI, University of Michigan 

1985

Field director, Hubbard Lake Project, MI, University of Michigan 

1984-88
Crew member, several contract projects, MI, University of Michigan

1983-84
Assistant field director, Hubbard Lake Research Project, MI, University 



of Michigan 

1983

Crew member, Bat Cave, NM, University of Michigan

1983

Director, Vogelaar site, MI, University of Michigan

1982

Crew member, Copes site, LA, University of Michigan

1981

Field director, Sycip site, The Philippines, University of Michigan 

1980

Crew member, Henderson site, NM, University of Michigan

1980

Crew member, South Jordan Project, University of Tulsa

1978-79
Field assistant, IL, Illinois State University Contract Program
1978

Crew supervisor, Koster site, IL, Northwestern Field School

1977

Teaching assistant, Koster site, IL, Northwestern Field School

1976

Student, Koster site,IL,  Northwestern Field School
Laboratory Experience

2010+

Supervisor, Fort Shirley artifact analysis, PA, Penn State field school

2008+

Supervisor, Scare Pond Farm analysis, PA, Penn State field school

2006+

Supervisor, Massey site artifact analysis, PA, Penn State field school

1992
Researcher, Ripley site ceramic analysis, NY, Indiana University of Pennsylvania NSF project 
1992-96
Researcher, Scott Point site ceramic analysis, MI
1982-92
Researcher, Hubbard Lake feature and ceramic analysis, MI, University of Michigan NSF project 

1982-84
Research assistant, University of Michigan Museum of Anthropology 



Great Lakes Range 

1982
Curation assistant, Great Lakes Indian Basketry Project, University of Michigan Museum of Anthropology Ethnology Range 

1979

Laboratory assistant, Illinois State University Contract Program 

1978

Laboratory assistant, Northwestern University lithics study 

Publications

2005
The next generation: museum techniques at Penn State’s Matson Museum of

Anthropology. In Engaged Anthropology: Research Essays on North American Archaeology, Ethnobotany, and Museology, edited by Michelle Hegmon and B. Sunday Eiselt, pp. 238-254. Anthropological Papers No. 94, Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

2002
(John M. O’Shea and Claire McHale Milner)  Material indicators of territory, identity, and interaction in a prehistoric tribal system. In The Archaeology of Tribal Societies, edited by William A. Parkinson, pp. 200-226. International Monographs in Prehistory Archaeological Series 15, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

1998
(Sarah W. Neusius, Lynne P. Sullivan, Phillip D. Neusius, and Claire McHale Milner) Fortified village or mortuary site? Exploring the use of the Ripley site. In Ancient Enclosures of the Eastern Woodlands, edited byR. Mainfort and L. Sullivan, pp. 202-230. Florida University Press, Gainesville.

1998
(Claire McHale Milner and John M. O’Shea) The socioeconomic role of Late Woodland earthwork enclosures in Northern Lower Michigan. In Ancient Enclosures of the Eastern Woodlands, edited by R. Mainfort and L. Sullivan, pp. 181-201. Florida University Press, Gainesville.

1990
Localization in small-scale societies: Late Prehistoric social organization in 

the western Great Lakes. In Between Bands and States, edited by S. A. Gregg, pp. 35-57. Occasional Paper No. 9, Center for Archaeological Investigations, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, Illinois.
1990
The ceramic assemblage at 20SA620. In The Bridgeport Township Site, 



Archaeological Investigations at 20SA620, edited by J. M. O'Shea and M. 


Shott, pp. 109-184. Anthropological Paper No. 81, Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Technical Reports

2009
Report on the Centre Furnace Mansion Archaeological Excavations, July, 1999. Submitted to Angela Breeden, Executive Director, Centre Furnace Mansion.

2007
Ripley Site Ceramics. Submitted to Sarah and Philip Neusius (NSF PIs), Indiana University of Pennsylvania.
1988
A Phase II Archaeological Investigation for the Proposed Development of 



Lake Erie Metropark, Cherry Island, Wayne County, Michigan. University of 



Michigan Museum of Anthropology, Great Lakes Division Report. Submitted 



to Huron-Clinton Metroparks, Wayne County, Michigan.

1984
(Michael J. Shott and Claire A. McHale) Report of Phase I Archaeological 



Investigation of Island Park, City of Ann Arbor, Michigan. University of 



Michigan Museum of Anthropology, Great Lakes Division Report. Submitted 



to the Department of Parks and Recreation, City of Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Symposia and Workshops Organized

2002
Co-organizer (with Dana Kletchka, Palmer Museum of Art), Native American Art and Material Culture: Continuity Change, Teacher workshop in conjunction with Lewis and Clark Conference, Penn State, University Park, PA
1992
Organizer, Grappling with Late Prehistoric Ceramic Diversity in the Great Lakes Region, Midwest Archaeological Conference, Grand Rapids, MI.

Professional Meetings Papers

2005
The Next Generation: Museum Techniques at Penn State’s Matson Museum of Anthropology. Society for American Archaeology, Salt Lake City, UT.
1999
Interpreting Interregional Interaction during the Juntunen Phase in the Western

Great Lakes. Midwest Archaeological Conference, East Lansing, MI.

1994
(Claire McHale Milner and John M. O’Shea) The changing role of earthwork enclosures during the Woodland Period in Michigan. Society for American Archaeology, Minneapolis, MN.

1994
(Sarah W. Neusius, Lynne P. Sullivan, Phillip D. Neusius, and Claire McHale Milner) Fortified village or mortuary encampment? Exploring the function of the


Ripley site. Society for American Archaeology, Minneapolis, MN.

1994
Regional identity and interregional interaction during the Juntunen Phase, 


A.D. 1200-1620. Canadian Archaeological Association, Edmonton, Alberta.

1992
Diversity within homogeneity: the role of ceramic style in Juntunen Phase 

social differentiation and risk buffering. Midwest Archaeological Conference, Grand Rapids, MI.

1990 
(Claire McHale Milner and John M. O'Shea) Life after the Juntunen Site? Late prehistoric occupation of the Upper Great Lakes. Midwest Archaeological Conference, Evanston, IL.

1988
Regional networks in non-hierarchical societies: social change during the 



late prehistoric period of the western Great Lakes. Southern Illinois 


University Visiting Scholar Conference Between Bands and States: Sedentism, Subsistence, and Interaction in Small-Scale Societies, Carbondale, IL.

1984 
(Claire McHale Milner and John M. O'Shea) The Late Woodland in northeast lower Michigan: new perspectives from Hubbard Lake. Midwest Archaeological Conference, Evanston, IL.

Book Reviews

2008
Who Owns Antiquity? Museums and the Battle Over Our Ancient Heritage by James Cuno. Centre Daily Times, December 21, 2008. 

2008
Archaeology as a Tool of Civic Engagement, edited by Barbara J. Little and Paul A. Schackel. The Public Historian 30(3):99-101.
2001
Ten Thousand Years of Pottery by Emmanuel Cooper. American Antiquity 
6(3):554-555.

2000
Grit-Tempered: Early Women Archaeologists in the Southeastern United States edited by Nancy Marie White, Lynne P. Sullivan, and Rochelle A. Marrinan. Ethnohistory 48(4):726-728.

1999
The Archaeology of Social Boundaries edited by Miriam T. Stark. American Antiquity 64(3):548-549.

1997
A Most Indispensable Art: Native Fiber Industries from Eastern North America edited by James B. Petersen. American Antiquity 62(3):582.

1996
Early Pottery in the Southeast: Tradition and Innovation in Cooking 

Technology by Kenneth Sassaman. Southeastern Archaeology 14(2):198-199.

1989
Archaeometry by Ulrich Leute. Journal of the American Chemical Society 111(4):1537.

Invited Lectures

2007
Massey site archaeology, Bald Eagle Chapter, Pennsylvania Archaeological Society, State College, PA

2004-05
Anthropology museums, Penn State Art Education 488, University Park, PA
2002
Egyptian Archaeology and Culture, Bald Eagle Chapter, Pennsylvania Archaeological Society, State College, PA 

2000
Michigan Archaeology, Bald Eagle Chapter, Pennsylvania Archaeological Society, State College, PA

1998

Public Outreach and Museum Studies at the Matson Museum of 




Anthropology, Penn State Retired Faculty Group, State College, PA
1995

El Dia de Los Muertos Celebration, Penn State Paul Robeson Center,



University Park, PA
1988

Cultural Interaction and Pot Sherds: The Great Lakes Before the French. 




Detroit Chapter, Michigan Archaeological Society, Detroit, MI
1988
Cultural Interaction Within the Great Lakes. River Raisin Chapter, Michigan Archaeological Society, Monroe, MI
1987
Michigan in the Year A.D. 1200: A View from Hubbard Lake. Huron Valley Chapter, Michigan Archaeological Society, Ann Arbor, MI 

Professional Society Memberships

American Association of Museums

Society for American Archaeology
Midwest Archaeological Conference
Bald Eagle Chapter, Pennsylvania Archaeological Society

